
      

 
                          

What is Phonics? 

‘Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps children hear, identify and use 
different sounds that distinguish one word from another in the English language. 
 
Written language can be compared to a code, so knowing the sounds of individual letters and how 
those letters sound when they’re combined will help children decode words as they read.  

Understanding phonics will also help children know which letters to use when they are writing words. 

Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken English with 
individual letters or groups of letters. For example, the sound k can be 
spelled as c, k, ck or ch.  

Teaching children to blend the sounds of letters together helps them 
decode unfamiliar or unknown words by sounding them out. For 
example, when a child is taught the sounds for the letters t, p, a and s, 
they can start to build up the words: “tap”, “taps”, “pat”, “pats” and “sat”.’ 
(National Literacy Trust) 

 

 

How is it taught at Old Hall Drive Academy? 

Phonics is taught to every child in EYFS and KS1. 

Your child will receive a 20 minutes taught session of Phonics every day. This may be led by a 
teacher or a teaching assistant. The taught sessions includes interactive games, opportunities for 
writing and reading activities.  

 

Your child will then apply their learning in the classroom through carefully planned activities and 
adult led tasks.  

 

Which Phase will my child be learning? 

Learning usually follows this pattern: 

Nursery – Phase 1 

Reception – Phase 2, 3, 4 

Year 1 – Phase 4 & 5 

Year 2 –Support for Spelling 

 

 



 

 

 

How can I support my child at home? 

 

Supporting your child through Phase 1.  

 

During phase 1 it is important to read daily to your child. 

Share rhyming stories and poetry.  

Play with musical instruments, copying rhythms and patterns.  

Play ‘I spy with my little eye’.  

Find objects that start with the same sound/letter.  

Listening and identifying everyday noises (ambulance, lawn mower etc.)  

 

Supporting your child through Phase 2 onwards. 

 

Once your child reaches phase 2 onwards there willbe set sounds and words that your child will 
need to become familiar with.  

You child’s teacher will send these sounds/phonemes and words home when they feel it is 
appropriate. You can help your child by practising these sounds every day.  

Reading with your child every day is another way to help your child build their confidence. You can 
share your child’s school book, bedtime stories or articles from magazines and comics.  

 

Continue enjoying the activities from phase 1 with your child as this will help to embed the early 
skills.  


