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Year 5 Spring Term Newsletter 2019 
Welcome back to Year 5. We hope you have all had a lovely break and have had a good 
start to the New Year.  

Our focus for this half term is the Earth. We will follow the 
adventures of Sir Ranulph Fiennes, the famous British 
adventurer how has circumnavigated the globe via the 
poles…on foot! During our study we will consider life cycles of 
animals, including humans, adaptation and different habitats 
and the geography of the earth. 
 
Part of our RESPECT curriculum aims to develop our children as people too, so we will be 
encouraging and supporting them to find out more about themselves and be the best they 
can be. To support this we will continue to carry out regular team-building Missions.  
 
Children will need PE kits to be brought in on Monday and left in school all week please.  
 
Weekly homework is handed out on Fridays and should be returned to school by Tuesday. 
If your child is struggling, they should ask us for help on Monday so that they can hand it in 
on time. Optional RESPECT homework can be handed in at any time.  

English: this could be a reading or writing based activity and should take 20-30 minutes 
Maths: again, this should take about 20-30 minutes. They will practice times tables 
every week in class, so they will not have regular tests on this. 
RESPECT: there are 16 activities for the whole term, so that’s a little bit more than one 
a week this term. 
Spelling: in your child’s homework book is a list of words that we will focus on this half 
term, so please encourage them to learn them. Spelling tests will usually take place on a 
Thursday. 
Reading: children who read are usually better writers, especially if they read a range of 
fiction, non-fiction and poetry. Through reading they pick up a wider range of 
vocabulary, but also see how sentences are put together and have a better ‘feel’ for 
what good writing looks like. Please encourage your child to read, maybe for ten 
minutes a day as a before bed calming down activity? Library sessions will usually take 
place on Fridays, children will have a chance to swap their reading books at this time. 

If you have any questions please feel free to speak to a member the Year 5 team before or 
after school. We are:  
 
D. Griffiths (Year 5 teacher), T. Oyinloye (Year 5 teacher), D. Hatton (Year 5 teaching 

assistant), M. Whitaker teaching assistant) & C. Slack (Year 5 / 6 Intervention 
Teacher) 

Thank you for your continued support. 

The Year 5 Team 

  


